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The Splendid Speaking Course
Volume 1 Unit 2
Language Focus: ‘Questions’

Unit 6: Home Sweet Home
Task: Asking & Responding to Questions (3-4 minutes)
Topic vocabulary
(Un)predictable climate
Changeable weather
Generally mild/warm/hot
Unbroken sunshine
Heavy/light rain
On the coast
In the countryside
Unspoilt countryside
In a (quiet suburban area)
Sprawling city
Inner-city
Residential area
Within easy reach of
(shops/places of interest)
Bars/restaurants popular with
the locals
Upmarket shops
Lively/relaxed atmosphere
Tourist hot-spot
Useful fillers when
responding to questions
That's a good question
It's funny you should ask
Well, to cut a long story short
Well, to be honest
It's difficult to say
Let me think

Find out more about the country/region your
partner comes from
1. Planning: You should both spend a minute or two making notes on the
kind of questions to ask. Think about the following subjects:
The climate
The natural environment
Places of interest
Focus on using open-ended rather than ‘Yes’, ‘No’ questions. These will
encourage the other person to give extended answers. For example:
Tell me something about the place you live.
Where could a visitor go to get a taste of the local culture?
What are the local facilities like?

2. Task Focus: Help the conversation flow by giving full answers to
questions. Use examples or add details to give your partner a better
understanding of where you come from. The information you provide will
also give your partner something to respond to, resulting in a lively
conversation.
If necessary, try some of the fillers on the left to gain an extra second or
two to think about what you want to say.

3. Language: Tick any of the vocabulary on the left you would like to use.

Task: Presentation (5 -10 minutes)
Prepare a short presentation introducing your country or region. Choose any
three from the following topics:

Listen to Ekaterina
from Bulgaria and
Te o d o r o f r o m C h i l e
talking on a similar
subject. See the
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Climate
Natural environment
Places of interest
Famous people
Local industry
National or local dishes

Experiment with different ways of helping yourself remember what you want
to say. You could use notes, cue cards, even images. Avoid writing your
talk down and reading it to your audience. It’s difficult to maintain eye
contact and make your listeners feel involved in the presentation if you are
reading from a text.

