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Transcript

Introduction
Do you need to improve your skillsin describing pictures or photographs? It may be that
you have to speak on a subject and need help how to structure a short talk.

This podcast features an interview with Andrze from Poland. Before we listen to Andrzej,
areminder that transcripts of all recordings including this one are available to subscribers
of our mailing list. Y ou can sign up to the newsl etter from www.splendidspeaking.com.
Also, you may have heard about our new subscription service, ‘ Splendid Expressions’,

our three-stage approach to learning colloquial vocabulary. Find out more at
www.splendid-speaking.com

In thistask Andrzeg had to speak for about 1 minute, commenting and reflecting on the
collection of photographs he was given. A link to these photographs on the Cambridge
ESOL websiteis available from this podcast entry on the Splendid Speaking website.
(Please note: these do not now seem to be available)

The photographs show peoplein different educational settings and Andrzej was asked to
compare or contrast the atmosphere in some of these scenes and the benefits of those he
describes. Quite alot to think about, and Andrzej only had one minute to speak!

Before listening, look at the photos yourself and decide how you would approach this
guestion. Then, as you listen, decide how well Andrzel managed to keep to the time limit
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of 1 minute and in particular, how successfully he answered the question. Finally, make a
note of Andrzej's use of English, which we'll look at in the feedback section.
Let’slisten to Andrzgy.

Well all these pictures are similar as they all show people learning in
some way. The settings however, are completely different in each of
them. The one for instance showing a teacher talking to a class full of
students. The atmosphere is rather formal, serious. The students are
listening in silence with a ... with a look of intense concentration | would
say on their faces. Such atmosphere certainly helps to concentrate on
what the teacher is saying ... and to get the most of the lesson. The
picture beneath emanates as it were a quite different atmosphere. The
group of students sitting on the ground on a warm sunny day ... they are
also learning something from the books they are holding but they seem
very relaxed | guess they are chatting as well, smiling perhaps joking
even ... they are obviously having a good time learning socializing and
being out in the sun at the same time.

First of all abig Thankyou' to Andrzej for agreeing to be recorded. Why not comment on
histalk at the Splendid Speaking website. Now time for some feedback.

Thiswas an excellent example of how to approach this task. Having atime limit of one
minute can make this activity very challenging and the first thing you need to do is listen
carefully to what the question asks you to do. In this case Andrzej had to make a decision
about which photographs to describe as he was only asked to look at 2 or 3.

Y our choice of photos will depend on the question. Y ou are often asked to compare or
contrast and in this case you should quickly select two or three pictures that in some way
are similar or contrast. For example a serious compared to alighthearted scene, an indoor
or outdoor setting, individual compared to group shots. Alternatively, there might be two
or three photos that share the same thingsin common.

Andrze was asked to comment on the atmosphere within these educational settings and
chose two photographs that enabled him to contrast the scenesin terms of their formality.
Focussing on only those photos in thisway simplified the task as he only then needed to
concentrate on contrasting these two settings in the context of the question.

He started with a great introduction - giving a clear overview of the theme of al the
photos represented and the main feature that differentiated them .... and he did this
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quickly and efficiently in only 10 seconds! In an examination situation this can
sometimes be done by paraphrasing the question, which will often give such an overview.

“Well all these pictures are similar asthey all show people learning in some way. The
settings however, are completely different in each of them.”

He then went on to describe his two choices of photograph, describing the atmosphere
and how each benefited the learning process. He also managed to speculate on how the
students were feeling in these settings. And al thiswas donein just over 1 minute. A
very successful long turn I'm sure you'll agree!

Approaching the task with a clear idea of what you are asked to do like this enables the
speaker to concentrate more on what they are going to say and how to say it. Andrzej's
use of English was very accurate and | could only identify afew minor errors:

“ ...Such atmosphere certainly helps to concentrate on what the teacher issaying ...”
Not ‘such atmosphere’ but ‘ such an atmosphere’

“...To get the most of thelesson ...
Not ‘to get the most of the lesson’ but ‘to get the most from the lesson’.

“ ...The picture beneath emanates as it were quite different atmosphere...”

Y es, the same mistake here again. Not * quite different atmosphere’ but ‘ quite a different
atmosphere’.

OK, that’sthe end of this podcast. It’s ‘bye’ from me Pete Travis. Make sure you come
back soon for another episode of Splendid Speaking. Until next week ‘ Bye bye’.
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The Splendid Speaking Self Study Course

Learn strategies for dealing with pictures and photographs in Volume 2 of the ‘ Splendid
Speaking Self-Study Course’.

Volume 1: Introductions and Small Talk
In this volume you'll learn how to:

= Make an impact with a 15-second introduction (Unit 1) - a useful
skill in a job interview or networking situations.

= Make small talk using the S.O.F.A. strategy (Unit 2)- a surefire way
to make social situations much easier.

= Listen effectively and show interest in what other have to say (Unit
2), so you can build an immediate rapport with other people.

= Relate a S.T.A.R. story (Unit 3) that illustrates a personal
achievement - ideal in an interview for a job or training course.

Plus 2 other key speaking strategies on body language and giving
examples.

Volume 2: Powerful Presentations
In this volume you'll learn how to:

= Captivate your audience by choosing one of five memorable ways
to start a presentation, and then signpost it clearly so your
audience don't get lost (Unit 4).

= Introduce photographs and information graphics (graphs, charts,
tables, etc) to illustrate your talk (Unit 5).

= Avoid worrying when you're asked to "say a few words". You'll
soon be giving a T.O.P. spontaneous talk, and using pauses for
effect (Unit 6).

In addition to these 12 key strategies you can test yourself with our
interactive quizzes on useful collocational phrases to do with work,
business, education and relationships, for example.

For further information visit
www.splendid-speaking.com/products/shop.html
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