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Introduction

Areyou likely to be called upon to give a spontaneous, off-the-cuff talk, perhaps for an
examination, in your studies or at work? Having to talk on a subject with very little time
to prepare can be quite a challenge. In particular, in asituation like thisit isimportant to
avoid rambling on rather incoherently without a clear structure to what you want to say.

This recording features Corina from Romania. Before we listen to Corina areminder that
transcripts of al recordings including this one are avail able to subscribers of our mailing
list. You can sign up to the newsletter from www.splendidspeaking.com. Also, you may
have heard about our new subscription service, ‘ Splendid Expressions’, our three-stage
approach to learning colloquial vocabulary. Find out more at www.splendid-
speaking.com

In thisinterview we decided to focus on structuring atalk and also on using signposting
words or expressions to show when you're moving from one subject to the next.
Examples of signposting words and expressions include contrasting expressions such as
‘'on the one hand', ‘on the other hand' or addition expressions such as 'to begin with', 'next’,
finally'. Corinawas asked to talk on the following subject:

'How important isit to have good role models?
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and Corinawas offered three suggested areas to |ook at where having good role models
might be important: school, leisure and work.

Asyou listen, decide how well Corina managed to structure her talk and whether she
managed to use any signposting expressions to help us follow her. Finally, make a note of
Corinas use of English, which we'll look at in the feedback section. Let's listen to Corina:

In my opinion it’s very important for young people to have good role
models in life ... because what does a good role model mean? It means
that the young people can choose what’s best to do or see the difference
between good and wrong. And first of all let’s look at some positive
aspects of having a good role model. Certainly a good role model at
school, for example. A good teacher would be ...a person that the young
can choose to follow as an example of good behaviour or hard working,
or dedication or ... how much ... or to see how much that person is
getting involved in the process of education. Also, these good role model
in leisure time would be appreciate to have. Because think about a parent
who likes to play with his or her son or daughter and ... and know the
meaning of winning or losing. It’s very important to learn how to ... put
the value on time and ... what losing means you just have to know how to
win and how to lose in life ... and a good role model would teach the
child that it’s not very important to be a winner just by having won a
prize, and the child should learn that being a winner means to have run
the perfect race at the final ... at the end of a ... of an experience. Also
having a good role model at work is very important. Having a boss ... a
boss who is not always trying to micro manage your work is very
important. So, to sum up having a good role model in life will certainly
bring a lot of advantages for you as a person and for you as ... a person
who is trying achieve performance in life.

Feedback

First of dl, abig 'thank you' to Corinafor agreeing to be recorded. I'm sure she'd
appreciate any comments you would like to make on her talk. Let's see what feedback we
can give her. Starting with the content and structure of her talk, Corina gave avery
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interesting and full account responding precisely to the question that was asked of her.
Corina chose to use the three suggested topics of education, leisure and work and made it
clear to us at what point she was moving on to each section. However, can you think of
other expressions Corina could have used to introduce these new sections of her talk?

“...Andfirst of all let’slook at some positive aspects of having a good role model...”
“...Also, these good role model in leisure time would be appreciate ...”
“...Also having a good role model at work is very important ...”

Other signposting words instead of 'also’ which could have been used here include
expressions like 'turning now to leisure' or ‘let’s now look at leisure ...

She also made it very clear when her talk was coming to an end by signposting the
conclusion very well:

“...S0to sumup having a good role model inlife ...

Another nice feature of Corina'stalk was her use of questions directed at the listener. This
has the effect of involving the listener in the talk:

“...What does a good role model mean?”
“...Think about a parent who likes to play with his or her son or daughter ...”

Finally, Corina's English was very accurate but can you spot the mistakes in these
extracts:

“ ... these good role model in leisure time would be appreciate to have ...”
“ ... asan example of good behaviour or hard working or dedication ...

OK, here are the corrections.

“ ... these good role model in leisure time would be appreciate to have ...”

There are two issues here. Thefirst, pronunciation. The pronunciation of thisword,
‘leisure’. Secondly ‘role model’. This is pronounced with the stress on the first word,
‘rolemodel’. Also the point Corinawas trying to make could have been expressed better
and more naturally as ‘would be very advantageous' or ‘would be a great benefit’

“ ... asan example of good behaviour or hard working or dedication ...”
Good behaviour and dedication are both excellent choices of nouns here. Hard working,

however, is an adjective and should be expressed as ‘ being a hard worker’ or ‘hard work’.

That’sit for thisweek. You're listening to Pete Travis. Come back soon for another
Splendid Speaking podcast.
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The Splendid Speaking Self Study Course

Learn how to deliver spontaneous talksin Volume 2 of * Splendid Speaking Self-Study
Course'.

Volume 1: Introductions and Small Talk
In this volume you'll learn how to:

= Make an impact with a 15-second introduction (Unit 1) - a useful
skill in a job interview or networking situations.

= Make small talk using the S.O.F.A. strategy (Unit 2)- a surefire way
to make social situations much easier.

= Listen effectively and show interest in what other have to say (Unit
2), so you can build an immediate rapport with other people.

= Relate a S.T.A.R. story (Unit 3) that illustrates a personal
achievement - ideal in an interview for a job or training course.

Plus 2 other key speaking strategies on body language and giving
examples.

Volume 2: Powerful Presentations
In this volume you'll learn how to:

= Captivate your audience by choosing one of five memorable ways
to start a presentation, and then signpost it clearly so your
audience don't get lost (Unit 4).

= Introduce photographs and information graphics (graphs, charts,
tables, etc) to illustrate your talk (Unit 5).

= Avoid worrying when you're asked to "say a few words". You'll
soon be giving a T.O.P. spontaneous talk, and using pauses for
effect (Unit 6).

In addition to these 12 key strategies you can test yourself with our
interactive quizzes on useful collocational phrases to do with work,
business, education and relationships, for example.

For further information visit
www.splendid-speaking.com/products/shop.html
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