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Topic: Asking/Responding to Questions
(Interview 16: March Archives)
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Comprehension Questions

Asyou listen, decide whether according to Anca and Laurent, thefollowing
guestionsaretrue or false.

1) Anca and Laurent both worked in the same area.

2) Laurent is currently working as an engineer.

3) Ancaknows alot about Laurent’s field of work?

4) English isimportant for Anca as she wants to be a teacher.

5) Laurent believes people express their ideas differently in different languages.
6) Ancafeelsthat speaking English is quite easy.

Transcript

Introduction

Welcome to the Splendid Speaking podcast. Transcripts for all podcasts including this
one are now available to subscribers of our mailing list. You can sign up to the

newsl etter from www.splendid-speaking.com.

How good are you at making conversation with a complete stranger? Do you find it easy
thinking of things to say or questions to ask? This podcast features Anca from Romania
and Laurent from France and this wasthe first time they’ d spoken together through
Skype. The focus was on asking questions. As you listen decide how well Ancaand
Laurent managed to hold a natural and interesting conversation. In particular, decide how
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well they ask questions and aso if they show interest in what the other has said. If you
have access to the transcript, listen a second time and answer the comprehension
guestions. Finally, make a note of their use of English, which we'll look at in the
feedback section.

Let'slisten to Ancaand Laurent.

Anca: Where do you live in ... France?

Laurent: | live in Lyon ... Lyon’s ... the second biggest town in France.
Anca: What are you doing there if ... | am not too curious?

Laurent: No ... no ...OK. In fact In Lyon I’'m teacher ... lamin ... I'm
teacher in refrigeration and air conditioning. It’s ... a technical field ... |

don’t know if you understand what it is exactly?

Anca: Yes | understood you very well ... Yes | understand you very well.
It’s a very interesting ... job you have there. Are you an engineer?

Laurent: Yes | am ... and | worked as an engineer for several years and
now I’m a teacher in fact. | changed jobs a few years ago.

Anca: | think it’s ... | think it’s better as a teacher. | like teach too. But |
am an engineer too.

Laurent: OK

Anca: Yes, | ... can tell you something about me some words about me. |
live in Romania.

Laurent: OK ... nice country.

Anca: In Bucharest, the capital of the country.... And what else would you
like to find out about me?
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Laurent: | just would like to know ... in which field you work as an
engineer.

Anca: Engineer ... energetic.

Laurent: OK ... like me yes ... so you know a lot of things about
refrigeration and air conditioning as well?

Anca: Not so much because | gave it up ... some years ago | think ten or
fifteen and ... now | don’t work as an engineer.

Laurent: OK
Anca: | ... knew about nuclear ... energy that was my .... my ... school |
finished ... | haven’t ... | haven’t found the word ... the right words.

Laurent: OK ... but | understood you. Nice ... it’s nice. And if | understood

you well ... you ... you are a teacher now or you are still an engineer?
Anca: No, I’'m not a teacher I’'m retired now. And ... | ... try ... as | told you
.. it’s a hobby for me to improve my English and sometimes ... | try to

teach others English who knows less than me.
Laurent: OK

Anca: Did you understand?

Laurent: Very well ... very well ... no problem.
Anca: Very well I am glad ... | am glad.

Laurent: And do you think that speaking English it’s very important for
you?
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Anca: It’s very important as | like it and | want to speak as well as
possible. | like to do things very well in general. And ... you decided ... to
study English as amusement | think ... you said.

Laurent: Exactly

Anca: But ... weren’t you curious to find out ... or to learn another
language ... not only English?

Laurent: No it’s true. | ... In fact | lived for two years in ... Turkey and ...
at that time ... | was able to speak Turkish ... so it was quite interesting
as well.

Anca: It’s curious to find out how people can explain ... can express their
ideas in different ... so different ways.

Laurent: Yeah, exactly it’s ... it’s very interesting ... yes because we ... we
don’t speak ... in the same way in fact and when | speak French ... | don’t
say exactly the same thing ... as when | speak another language ... in fact
you’re right ... it’s a part of out culture as well. | don’t know if you
understand me.

Anca: Yes | understood ... | understand you very well. Yes, speaking
English is ... for me is not so easily that | can speak in Romanian and |
would like to speak in English as easy ... as | speak in Romanian ... to
express my idea ... my ideas ... better than now and that’s why | ... try to
... to learn more than ... than now.

Laurent: Yeah, nice. But | really think that you can express yourself quite
well.

Anca: It’s your opinion I’m not so sure. Let’s see what Pete says.
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Feedback

First of all, thanksto Ancaand Laurent for taking part in this Skype interview and for
agreeing to be recorded. If you go to the Splendid Speaking website you can |leave your
own comments on their conversation. Now for somefeedback. Both Anca and Laurent
did extremely well considering this was the first time they’ d spoken together and that
they were both new to Skype. They managed to maintain a lively conversation, asked a
variety of questions and showed interest and responded to what the other person had said
with full, informative answers. Looking at the kinds of questions they asked, you no
doubt noticed the various question types that were used: both open and closed questions
aswell as statements, which in context were dearly expressed as questions:

“Wheredo you livein ... France?”

“...Areyou an engineer?”
“...s0 you know a lot of things about refrigeration and air conditioning as well?”

“..you ...you are teacher now or you are still an engineer?”
“...And do you think that speaking English now it’s very important for you?”
One point worth mentioning is Anca's use of a negative form in the following question:

...But ... weren’t you curiousto find out ... or to learn another language ... not only
English?

A positive form would be more appropriate here as the negative implies that Laurent has
no interest in learning another language, which is not the case. The question could be
expressed as.

‘Have you ever been interested in learning another language as well as English?

Both speakers responded well to these questions, giving full answers, particularly to those
closed questions which could have been answered with shorter responses. On one
occasion Anca had trouble coming up with aword she needed to express herself:

“...I ... knew about nuclear ... energy that wasmy .... my ... school | finished ... | haven’t
... | haven’t found the word ... the right words...”

Some suggestions for Ancainclude: ‘my field’, ‘my speciadist area’ or ‘my area of
expertise’.

Finally, listen to the following extracts from the conversation. Can you spot the mistakes
in each one?

“ InLyon I’'mteacher...”

“..lthinkit s better as ateacher. | liketeach too...”
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... | ... can tell you something about me some words about me...”
“ ... 1 just would like to know ... in which field you work as an engineer.
“...Andif | understood you well ..."

...and sometimes ... | try to teach others English who knows less than me...”
...And do you think that speaking English it’s very important for you?”
“...speaking Englishis... for meisnot so easily that | can speak in Romanian...”

So, did you spot the mistakes?

“In Lyon I’'mteacher...”
This should be ‘ateacher’.

“..lthinkit s better asateacher. | liketeach too...”
This should be ‘I liketo teach’.

“...I ... can tell you something about me some words about me....”
Rather than ‘ some words about me’ Anca could say ‘afew words about me'.

| just would like to know ... in which field you work as an engineer.
The question should be: 'l would just like to know’.

“...And if | understood you well ..."
This should be: *if | understood you correctly’.

“...and sometimes ... | try to teach others English who knows less than me...
Not ‘who knows less than me’ but ‘who know less than me'.

“...And do you think that speaking English now it’s very important for you?”
This should be: * speaking English is very important for you?

And finally:
“...speaking Englishis... for meisnot so easily that | can speak in Romanian...”
This could be rephrased as ‘it is not as easy for me to speak English as Romanian.’

OK. That's the end of this podcast. Once again, many thanks to Anca and Laurent. Until
next week it's 'Bye' from me Pete Travis.

Answersto Comprehension Questions

1) Anca and Laurent both worked in the same area.
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Ans: True. They were both engineers.

2) Laurent is currently working as an engineer.
Ans: False. Heis currently working as a teacher.

3) Ancaknows alot about Laurent’s field of work?

Ans. False.

4) English isimportant for Anca as she wants to be a teacher.
Ans. False. Sheislearning English as a hobby.

5) Laurent believes people express their ideas differently in different languages.
Ans: True.

6) Ancafeelsthat speaking English is quite easy.
Ans: False.
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The Splendid Speaking Self Study Course

Strategies for providing examples and giving extended answers to questions are practised

in Volume 1 of the ‘ Splendid Speaking Self-Study Course'.

Volume 1: Introductions and Small Talk
In this volume you'll learn how to:

= Make an impact with a 15-second introduction (Unit 1) - a useful
skill in a job interview or networking situations.

= Make small talk using the S.O.F.A. strategy (Unit 2)- a surefire way
to make social situations much easier.

= Listen effectively and show interest in what others have to say
(Unit 2), so you can build an immediate rapport with other people.

= Relate a S.T.A.R. story (Unit 3) that illustrates a personal
achievement - ideal in an interview for a job or training course.

Plus 2 other key speaking strategies on body language and giving
examples.
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For further information about Volume 1 and 2 visit
www.spl endid-speaking.com/products/shop.html
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